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Abstract
Throughout its entire life cycle software development is subject to many rules
constraining and guiding construction of software systems. Examples are best-
practice patterns, idioms, coding conventions, design guidelines, architectural
patterns, etc. Although such regulations are widely used, their usage is currently
implicit or ad-hoc, and most software development environments do not explicitly
support them. We present an approach to declare explicitly software development
styles in an open declarative system that allows querying, conformance checking
and enforcement of these declarations on the source code. We validate the
approach by expressing and supporting several software development styles in
a real-world case.
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